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Words of Eyes
Yemen through the camera of 8 photographers
By Anahi Alviso-Marino

The exhibition Words of eyes is the result of a >> Images
photography workshop organized by the French 8 Image pages
Cultural Center (Centre Culturel Henry de Paroles de Regards
Monfreid) in Sana’a, conducted by Nabil Boutros (Words of Eyes)
with eight Yemeni photographers: Eman Alawami,
Waeel Alanesi, Ameen Alghapr\, Boushra v 19,\3?;?:‘);; 2010
Almutawakel, Asiya Alsharabi, Salwa Alsharabi,
Abdulrahman Jaber and Abdulrahman Taha. National Museum

of Yemen
The Egyptian photographer Nabil Boutros, who Al-Tahreer Square
lives in Paris, has a large experience in doing Sana'a
workshops in Arab and African countries. In Sanaa In cooperation with the
he focused not so much on technique but on Centre Culturel Frangais
finding what each of his students wanted to do and Henry de Monfreid de
what they wanted to reach with their work. He Sana'a.
approached this workshop with an insistence on
"getting them to put words to their ideas, to make Further venues:

them get closer to what they wanted to do and not
to what they were supposed to do". From Boutros’
point of view, "in the Arab world we don’t dare to

say 'I', to speak in the first person, especially men. Jamil Ghanem

It was definitely not the case with Yemeni female Z‘:mu(e of Fine Arts
en
7 - 20 December 2010

Alsaeed Foundation, Taez
8 - 20 November 2010

photographers." For this reason he worked with
his students on one or several personal projects,
focusing not so much on the subject but on its
formulation. As a result of this work, a great variety
of questions and interests were formulated through Yemen: Articles
the exhibition such as fatherhood and issues in Nafas Art Magazine
related to women’s body and role in society. In
other cases it offered the public an intimate
approach to Yemeni everyday life, to the poetry of
bread making and to children’s games in a
neighborhood of Sana’a. Country map

The exhibition that showed the results of this
workshop was the first such experience for some
of the participants whereas others had previously
| exhibited their work at the CCF or they had
participated in 2009 in another similar workshop
conducted by Alfons Alt, who focused more on

# teaching a specific technique of photography
mixed with painting. Except for one photographer
who is actually one of the female pioneers in this
line of work, the rest are part of the "young
generation" that started working in photography in
the 2000s. They all live and work in Sana’a, capital
of the country.

The variety of works, preoccupations and
aesthetics reflected in the exhibition Words of eyes
is exhibited in Sana’a from 19 October until 1

November, at the National Museum, in Al-Tahreer
square. The works of the eight artists will be
touring other cities of the country, namely Taez
from 8 - 20 November, and Aden from 7 - 20
December 2010.

niversities Paris1-Sorbonne and Lausanne.
she is a researcher at the CEFAS.
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Universe in Universe — Mondes de I’art, en ligne depuis février
1997, est un des sites d’art les plus anciens et les plus connus.
Mettant un accent particulier sur les arts visuels de I’Afrique,
de I’Amérique Latine et de I’Asie dans le cadre d’un processus
d’internationalisation de I’art, il est une ressource essentielle pour
les artistes, les critiques d’art, les conservateurs, mais aussi les
institutions, les galeristes et les collectionneurs dans le monde entier.
Chaque mois, Universe in Universe recoit plus de 100.000 visites.

Depuis 2003, une partie de Universe in Universe est le magazine d’arten
ligne NAFAS ,unprojetdel’Institutallemand pourlesrelationsétrangeres
(ifa). Il est dédi€ a I’art contemporain du Maghreb au Moyen-Orient, de
I’ Asie centrale a I’ Asie du sud, et parait en anglais, allemand et arabe.

Le conservateur et critique d’art allemand  Gerhard
Haupt et I’artiste argentine Pat Binder sont tous deux les
administrateurs de Universe in Universe et les rédacteurs
en chef du magazine Art actuel du monde islamique.
Apres une présentation de Universe in Universe et de Nafas, leur
objectif principal pour cette rencontre est d’entrer en conversation
avec les artistes et les acteurs culturels de Casablanca et du Maroc,
d’apprendre a connaitre leur travail, les pratiques et les stratégies.

Universe in Universe — Monde de I’art
http://universe-in-universe.org

Nafas Magazine d’art (Anglais)
http://universe-in-universe.org/eng/nafas

Nafas Magazine d’art (Arabe)
http://universe-in-universe.org/ara/nafas
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